[Rate of in vitro degradation of vecuronium in plasma of patients with renal failure and pregnancy].
The half-life of vecuronium in plasma by spontaneous desacetylation is about 120 minutes. We have to consider this degradation for examining the cause of prolonged duration of action of vecuronium. Therefore the rate of in vitro plasma spontaneous desacetylation of vecuronium bromide was measured in healthy women (n = 10), patients with renal failure (n = 10) and pregnant women (n = 10). There were no significant differences between three groups. It was concluded that the rate of spontaneous desacetylation was not responsible for the cause of prolonged neuromuscular blockade of vecuronium in patients with renal failure and pregnancy.